
Social Concerns Joint Committee Meeting Minutes 

June 10, 2021, St. Anthony Parish Hall 

Meeting called to order by Father Leo. Members present were Fr. Leo, Barb Kingsbury, Camille Genteman, Pat 
Billings, and Judy Morrow 

Opening prayer led by Father Leo  

Food Pantry Barb gave a report: 90 households, 217 individuals, made use of the Food Pantry during May. This 
included 5 new families.  It is believed that the number of families making use of the pantry is down because of 
the current government benefits being given out.  It is expected that the number will go back up as those 
benefits end.   

House of Mercy: Judy gave a report.  One woman was in the process of moving out while Judy was at the 
meeting. One resident just graduated from High School.  She is hoping to enroll in a Robotic Welding Program at 
CVTC.  One resident has 4 children with another one on the way.  She is currently utilizing 7 different services. 

   Judy reported that she often gets requests for rent money, but she is unable to help.  She also reported that 
she wishes that she could make weekly counseling groups available for those in need.  There is a definite 
shortage of mental health counseling in our area. 

Sister Parish – There were no new updates to add regarding our Sister Parish in Saikeri, Kenya. 

Life in Light – Father Leo gave a report.  Covid is still very bad in India.  Apparently around 650 priests and 
numerous nuns in India have died of Covid, including several who were acquaintances of Father Leo.  Father 
Leo’s own brother and sister have tested positive for Covid but seem to be doing okay.  The vaccine is still very 
difficult to get, and food is now very difficult to get as well.  There are no places to bury all of the dead, so many 
bodies are just burned on the sides of the roads where they are left.  The hospitals are full.   

     Father Leo received $2000 from St. Mary’s Home and School Association which he has donated to Life in Light 
through the MAEGA trust to provide food for families in need.  The Anonymous Donor from our parish also 
donated $5000 to help those families affected by Covid. 

     As of now, the anonymous donor has donated $75,000 towards buying a new land and the process of new 
construction of the building in India which will serve as a home and formation center for poor children. The 
construction of the building is currently on hold due to Covid, but it is hoped that it will be able to begin this Fall. 
Father Leo mentioned that the anonymous donor was very inspired by Mother Theresa, so is very anxious to be 
of help to the needy in India. 

Future Plans: It was suggested that we all start thinking of ideas for an Advent project for this year. We will start 
discussing ideas at our August meeting. 

Closing prayer led by Camille.   Meeting adjourned  

Next meeting: Thursday, August 12, 2021 at 6:30 PM at St. Anthony Parish Hall 


